
a bleak future for Union bars across the 
country.

It revealed that a growing number of 
students would rather ‘pre-load’ on cheap 
supermarket buys and drink in student 
focused chain pubs run by Scream or 
Varsity than at the Union bar, a trend which 
is exacerbated in Huddersfield due to its 
proximity to the town centre. The report 
also showed an increase in the number of 
students who do not drink at all, whether 
for reasons of faith or personal preference.

The Board of Trustees also felt that the new 
LLC was likely to become the epicentre of 
life on campus and that it had a duty to be 
an integral part of that change. The move 
allows for closer collaboration with the 
University on services like advice centres, 
which in theory should improve the overall 
quality of support for students.

These improvements have been made 
possible by the savings offered by the 
move. The relocation will save the Union a 
further £150,000 in on-going rent, creating 

a significant pot of money to be reinvested 
into improving student life.

The campaign outlines the key areas that 
have been earmarked for investment. These 
include; increased staffing, support for 
societies, clubs and activities and a brand 
new student-led events post from January.

unresolved questions

Whilst on paper this all makes sense, the 
manner in which the decision was taken and 
announced has raised questions amongst 
the student population about how the 
Students’ Union conducts its business. 

As a democratic body, decisions of this 
magnitude should be put forward to its 
members via a referendum that would give 
the SU a mandate for change. Making 
such a significant decision without wider 
consultation suggests a lack of trust in the 
students it serves. After all, if the reasons 
to move were as compelling as the current 
campaign suggests, then why not have the 
confidence in the student body to make the 
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RICHARD SWALES
“The Uni will lose 
potential students through 
this! I understand the SU 
sees it as dead end in 
terms of funds coming in, 
but students love the bar!! 
Why does the SU need to 
move? The building at the 
moment is just fine?!”

NATALIE DAVIES
“I’m upset how my 
views weren’t taken into 
account before changing 
my Students’ Union so 
now I don’t feel I have a 
voice in my university.”

SAM JOHNSON
“Every Uni should have 
a Bar. The fact our one is 
closing only reflects badly 
on the Uni. It felt like a 
real hub to the Uni as a 
whole.”

EWELINA KROLICZEK 
“The ability to gather 
with friends to socialise 
or learn together without 
feeling that I’m a bother if 
I don’t buy something.”

DAVE SPEED
“The venue was more 
than just a social space. 
I’m unhappy about 
the lack of student 
consultation and the non 
democratic processes 
in place for such a 
momentous decision.”

After months of speculation the Students’ 
Union has finally confirmed that it will 
cease to operate a bar on campus.

The Union bar, which has incurred losses 
of over £100,000 each year since 2008, 
will finally close its doors in January as the 
SU moves its operations to the new £22.5 
million Learning and Leisure Centre (LLC).

The news broke across the University at a 
staff induction event in September, in which 
chief executive Matt Mills announced the 
closure that would make them jobless by the 
end of the year.

Unsurprisingly, the decision was met with 
shock and anger, prompting an online 
petition to save the bar which gained over 
700 signatures from students new and old in 
the space of its first weekend alone. 

In quotes given to the Huddersfield 
Examiner, Union president Nosheen Dad 
described the decision to close the bar as 
“complex” and the new facilities would 
represent an improvement for students.

She said: “The Learning and Leisure Centre 
will include the Students’ Union and provide 
lots of space for students to meet, relax 
and host events. It represents a university 
investment of over £22.5m in improving the 
student experience.

“We are aware that there are concerns 
about the changes but when the 20,000 plus 
University of Huddersfield students consider 
the full facts and indeed get access to the 
new LLC in January we are convinced the 
majority of students will consider it change 
for the better.”

GOING THROUGH CHANGES

In the weeks that followed, the SU has 
continued to address the controversy, 
backing Ms Dad’s words with ‘Change for 
the Better,’ a campaign which champions 
the virtues of the relocation to the new LLC. 

Its main messages are hard to argue against. 
They position the move as a reaction to the 
changes in student life highlighted by recent 
Red Brick research, whose findings paint 
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CHANGE FOR THE BETTER?

T’Hud takes a closer look 
at the reasons behind the 
recently-announced closures 
of the SU-run café and 
bar. What it means for the 
students who rely on it’s 
services and where we go 
from here.

SU BAR
To Close

KEV LAWSON
EDITOR
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The president of Huddersfield Students’ 
Union has apologised for the lack of 
consultation over the closures of the bar 
and café.

Despite not being in office at the time the 
decision was made, Nosheen Dad issued 
the apology in one of her regular blogs on 
the Students’ Union Website.

She said: “We are fully aware that the news 
of the bar’s closure has left some students 
upset at the lack of formal consultation 
carried out by the Trustees at the time the 
decision was made, and as President of the 
Union, I would like to take this opportunity 
to apologise on their behalf.”

The decision to move the services of the 
Union to the £22.5 million LLC development 
was originally made in March of 2011.

At the time it was unclear that the move 
would facilitate the loss of bar service and 
even now the finer details of the building 
spec are still open to debate amongst the 

interested parties within the University.
Dad said: “I hope you can understand how 
complex this decision has been, especially 
as the University are ultimately in charge of 
the development.”

“Due to the losses currently made by 
the bar and café, the move will give the 
Union another £150,000 to invest in our 
sports clubs, student societies, brand new 
volunteering projects, support for course 
reps and campaigners, a brand new post 
dedicated to organising events and trips 
throughout the year, not to mention the 
ability to launch our own student lettings 
service in January to start driving up the 
standard of housing in the town.”

Ms Dad continued: ”We’ve been using the 
tagline ‘change for the better’ because 
we really are excited at the opportunities 
provided by the LLC, and we hope after 
finding out a bit more information, you are 
too.”

A UNIVERSITY of 
Huddersfield researcher 
has collaborated on a 
new film which could be 
an important tool for 
workers trying to reduce 
the levels of drug-related 
harm. Dr Stephen Parkin, 
who specialises in the 
use of photography and 
video to highlight the 
dangers of injecting in 
unsafe locations, has 
teamed up with an Irish 
drugs agency to produce 
the short film, entitled 7 
Hits, 7 days a Week.

UNDER CONTRACT 
by Network Rail, a 
team of engineers 
at the University of 
Huddersfield’s Institute 
of Railway Research 
(IRR) has been 
developing solutions 
for the problematic 
interface between 
a Tram-Train vehicle 
and two very different 
railway infrastructures.  
The Tram-Train concept 
allows a railway vehicle 
to run in two operational 
modes; as an on-street 
tram serving city centres 
but also as a commuter 
train running on existing 
local rail network.  This 
dual operation concept 
provides great flexibility 
and efficient use of 
railway infrastructure and 
connections.   

UNion 
issues 
apology
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right decision? Because despite what the 
current campaign implies, sources within the 
University have confirmed that the Students’ 
Union were NOT pushed, but jumped of 
their own accord.

Trust is a two way street and before its 
closest members can begin to advocate the 
SU’s new services, some bridges will need 
to be rebuilt. A good place to start would 
be to make sure that the students who have 
lost their jobs are redeployed in the LLC and 
to ask the membership which bars in town 
should benefit from SU affiliation.

There is also a question of what the union 
is for. It’s easy to cease operations that are 
losing money, but fundamentally the SU is 
a charity and its yearly aim should be to 
break even. Just because a part of your 
operation loses money, doesn’t mean it 
should be cut altogether. The NHS costs tax 
payers a fortune but it’s benefits to society 
are numerous and there is little doubt that 
the Students’ Union will find engaging with 
some members more difficult without a bar.

What Next?

In the same SU research, the services 
provided by the bar and cafe scored an 
impressive 73% in student satisfaction and 
their removal from the Students’ Union 
ecosystem is likely to have knock-on effects 
in other areas. There is often a complaint 
that SU services are too hidden away 
upstairs in the current building, but how 
likely is it that students will head upstairs 
from the food pods planned for the new 
buildings ground floor and into the new 
SU space if there is only a limited food and 
drink offering? Only time will tell.

What is sure, is that the SU has a lot to prove 
over the coming years, if its decision to 
remove the bar and cafe is to be vindicated. 
We’ve already seen some of the savings at 
work in the best Freshers Festival the Union 
has ever organised, whose branding and 
communications output was exemplary. But 
it’s just the start and they need to keep the 
momentum going. Then need to risk more 

T’HUD NEWS

22

money on their events management team 
and trust them to create enough of a buzz 
so that students from Leeds and Manchester 
would consider a train trip in our direction. 
As Nosheen Dad said to the Huddersfield 
Examiner: “It is important to remember the 
Students’ Union is much more than a bar.” 
It’s up to the Union to prove it.

In the coming weeks, 
the Students’ Union 
will be looking to its 
members to provide 
them with opinions on 
which venues in they 
should partner with. 

Make sure you follow 
them on social media 
and keep checking 
their website - 
www.huddersfield.
su/ for details.

Alternatively head to 
www.t-hud.co.uk 
for the latest news and 
opinions.

THE FUTURE

“it is important to remember the STUDENTS’ 
UNION IS MUCH MORE than a bar”
SU PRESIDENT NOSHEEN DAD


